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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims lists all of the pending claims, and supersedes all prior 
listings, and versions, of claims in this application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) An information distribution systems comprising: 

a request subsyste m, including a request, wherein soid - roquoat subsystem that selectively 
receives saida reques t, wh e r e in said r e quest includ e s a g e ography selection and a cat e gory selection ; 
cmd 

a response subsyste mriacluding that generates a respons e based on the request and a 
placement heuristic, the response including two or more listings from a plurality of listings , and a 
plurality of fee types, wherein said response subsystem generates s a i d- r es pons e bas e d upon said 
r e quest and said placem e nt h e uristic, wherein said response includes two or more listings from said 
plurality of listings, wh e r e in each listing is associat e d with at least on e said fee type in said plurality 
of fe e typ e si 

a pluyaljtv of groups and a plurality of bid amounts, sajd plurality of listings including a 
subset of listings associated with said plurality of bid amounts, wherein said subset of listings are 
associated with a subset of said plurality of groups, wherein at least one priority metric is generated 
for each subset of listings associated with a bid amount and wherein said placement heuristic orders 
said subset of listings using said priority metric as an input: 

wherein the listings associa ted with at least one g roup in said subset of groups are associated 
with a plurality of bid tiers; and 

wherein said Placement heuristic treats bid amounts for listings associated with the same bid 
tier in a similar manner. 

2. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 04> wherein said plurality of fee types comprise 
a fixed-fee and a per-hit fee. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein said per-hit fee relates to a free listing. 
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4. (Original) The system of claim 2, said response subsystem further including a plurality 
of groups and a plurality of listing attributes; 

wherein said response includes at least two of said plurality of groups, wherein said listings 
in said response include a plurality of listing attributes, said plurality of listing attributes include at 
least two types of listing attributes from: (a) a plurality of geography attributes; (b) a plurality of 
category attributes; and (c) a plurality of fee types; 

wherein said listings in said plurality of listings sharing the same group affiliation share two 
or more of: (a) at least one geography attribute; (b) at least one said category attribute; and (c) at 
least one said fee type. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein said plurality of groups includes a first group, 
wherein said first group includes at least three said listings that are adjacent to said listings included 
in said groups that are not said first group. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein said response includes listings from said 
plurality of groups, wherein said listings are associated with a plurality of geography attributes, a 
plurality of category attributes, and a plurality of fee types; 

wherein each said group includes said listings associated with at least two said fee types, and 
wherein said listings sharing the same group affiliation share at least one geography attribute, at 
least one said category attribute, and at least one said fee type. 

7. (Currently amended) The system of claim 6, wherein each said group includes only listings 
sharing all said geography attributes relating to asaid-geography selection and all said category 
attributes relating to asaid-category selection. 

8. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherei n said request includes a geography 
selection, and said geography selection relates to at least one of a plurality of geographic regions, 
wherein said plurality of geographic regions are pre-defined, and wherein said plurality of 
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geographic regions include at least two of: (a) a first geographic region; (b) a second geographic 
region smaller than said first geographic region; and (c) a third geographic region smaller than said 
second geographic region. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein said second geographic region is a subset of 
said first geographic region and the third geographic region is a subset of said second geographic 
region. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein said first geographic region is at least a 
significant portion of a nation and said third geographic region is a local municipality. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 8, further comprising a plurality of groups, wherein each 
said listing is associated with at least one said group, wherein each said group includes only listings 
associated with the same said geographic region. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 8, further comprising a plurality of groups, said plurality 
of groups including a first group, a second group, a third group, a fourth group, a fifth group, and a 
sixth group, wherein said plurality of listings are associated with said plurality of groups; 

said first group comprising two or more said listings associated with a fixed-fee and said 
first geographic region; 

said second group comprising two or more said listings associated with a per^hit fee and said 
first geographic region; 

said third group comprising two or more said listings associated with a fixed-fee and said 
second geographic region; 

said fourth group comprising two or more said listings associated with a per-hit fee and said 
second geographic region; 

said fifth group comprising two or more said listings associated with a fixed-fee and said 
third geographic region; 
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said sixth group comprising two or more said listings associated with a per-hit fee and said 
third geographic region. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein each said listing is associated with only one 
group. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein at least one said listing in said plurality of 
listings includes a service area attribute, 

1 5 . (Original) The system of claim 1 4, further including a plurality of service area 
attributes, wherein said plurality of service area attributes includes a broad service area and a 
narrow service area- 

1 6 (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein said broad service area comprises a 
geographical region that includes said narrow service area. 

17. (Currently amended) The system of claim 103, wherein said geography selection is 
identified from a geography hierarchy. 

1.8 ..... . (Original) The system of claim 1 7, wherein said geography hierarchy includes a first 

selection, a second selection comprising a smaller geographic region than said first selection* and a 
third selection comprising a smaller geographic region than said second selection. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 1 8, wherein said first geographic region is at least a 
significant portion of a nation and said third geographic region is a local municipality. 

20. (Currently amended) The system of claim 103^ wherein said response is generated from at 
least said geography selection. 
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21 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 103> wherein said response is generated from at 
least said category selection and said geography selection. 

22. (Currently amended) The system of claim 103, wherein said response is generated with at 
least said category selection. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said response is generated from an enhanced 
request. 

24. (Currently amended) The system of claim 103, wherein said category selection is associated 
with a category hierarchy. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein said category hierarchy is at least three 
levels deep. 

26. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 03, wherein said category selection is generated 
by a synonym metric and a text string captured within an editable field. 

27. (Currently amended) The system of claim 103, wherein at least one of said category 
selection and said geography selection is a blank value. 

28. (Currently amended) The system of claim 103, wherein said category selection and said 
geography selection are blank values. 

29. (Original) - The system of claim 1, wherein said placement heuristic determines an order 
of listings, wherein said order includes a first position and a second position lower than said first 
position, wherein said plurality of listings in said response includes a first listing and a second 
listing, wherein said first listing occupies said first position, wherein said second listing occupies 
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said second position, and wherein said first listing is a fixed-fee listing, and wherein said second 
listing is a per-hit listing. 

30. (Currently amended) The system of claim 29, wherein said second listing includes a per-hit 
amount that exceeds 0 (zeroY 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said placement heuristic determines an order 
of listings, wherein said order includes a first position and a second position lower than said first 
position, wherein said plurality of listings in said response includes a first listing and a second 
listing, wherein said first listing occupies said first position, wherein said second listing occupies 
said second position, and wherein said first listing is a listing for a first geographic region, and 
wherein said second listing is for a second geographic region. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein said second geographic region is smaller 
than said first geographic region. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said second geographic region is a subset of 
said first geographic region. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein said first listing is associated with a first 

service area attribute and wherein said second listing is associated with a second service area 
attribute. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a bid amount associated with at 
least one listing, wherein said placement heuristic influences an order of listings based in part on 
said bid amount, wherein said bid amount does not solely control said order. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said placement heuristic influences an order 
of listings based in part on a position adjustment factor. 
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37. (Original) The system of claim 36, wherein said position adjustment factor is a loyalty 
factor. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said loyalty factor includes relationship- 
duration. 

39- (Currently amended) The system of claim 3 7. wherein said loyalty factor includes a 
determination of a number of categories. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said loyalty factor includes a total 
investment. 

41 . (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said loyalty factor includes an analysis of 
activities independent of participation in said system. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said placement heuristic calculates a priority 
metric by subtracting an enhanced format fee from said bid amount. 

43. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 03. wherein only listings associated with a 
geographical region within said geography selection are included in said response. 

44. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 03, wherein only listings associated with a 
category scope within said category selection are included in said response. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 44, wherein only listings associated with a geographical 
area within said geography selection are included in said response. 
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46. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a results subsystem, said results 
subsystem including a result, wherein said response subsystem generates said response from said 
result, wherein said result includes more said listings than said response. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said response is displayed on a plurality of 
web pages. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 1 , further comprising a plurality of summary views and a 
plurality of detailed views, said plurality of summary views including a first summary view and a 
second summary view, said plurality of detailed views including a first detailed view and a second 
detailed view, said plurality of listings further including a first listing and a second listing, 

wherein said first listing is associated with said first summary view and said first detailed 
view, wherein said second listing is associated with said second summary view and said second 
detailed view. 

49. (Original) The system of claim 48, wherein said plurality of detailed views comprise at 
least one of an operating hours attribute and a history attribute. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 48, wherein said plurality of detailed views comprise at 
least four of: an operating hours attribute, a history attribute, a method of payment attribute, a brand 
attribute, an e-mail address attribute, a web site attribute, an address attribute, a phone number 
attribute, and a fax number attribute. 

51. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a compare function, wherein said 
response includes at least a first selected listing and a second selected listing, wherein invoking said 
compare function modifies said response so that said second selected listing is moved to a location 
operationally adjacent to said first selected listing. 
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52. (Original) The system of claim 1 9 wherein said plurality of listings includes a first listing 
and a second listing, wherein said placement heuristic determines an order of listings, wherein said 
placement heuristic places said first listing before said second listing, wherein said first listing is 
associated with a first bid amount, wherein said second listing is associated with a second bid 
amount, and wherein said second bid amount is greater than said first bid amount. 

53 . (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of listings includes a first listing 
and a second listing, wherein said placement heuristic determines an order of listings, wherein said 
placement heuristic places said first listing before said second listing, wherein said placement 
heuristic is influenced by a position adjustment factor. 

54. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said plurality of listings includes a first listing 
and a second listing, wherein said placement heuristic determines an order of listings, wherein said 
placement heuristic places said first listing before said second listing, wherein said first listing is 
associated with a first category, wherein said second listing is associated with a second category, 
and wherein said first category is one of: (a) larger than said second category; and (b) smaller than 
said second category. 

55. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein saida plurality of links in said 
response includes a plurality of business listings and a plurality of sponsored links. 

56. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of bid amounts and a 
plurality of listing attributes, said plurality of listings including a first listing, said plurality of bid 
amounts including a first bid amount associated with a first listing, wherein said bid-first bid amount 
is not independent of said listing attributes associated with said first listing. 

57. (Original) The system of claim 56, wherein only a subset of said listings are associated 
with one or more said bid amounts. 
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58. (Currently amended) The system of claim 57, wherein said bid amount is not independent 
of at least one of: a category attribute associated with asaid-category selection, a geography 
attribute associated with a_said-geography selection, and a position adjustment factor. 

59. (Original) The system of claim 58, further comprising an order of listings, wherein said 
bid amount influences an order of listings only with respect to at least one of: said category attribute 
and said geography attribute associated with said listing that is associated with said bid amount. 

60. (Original) The system of claim 1> wherein each said listing in said plurality of listings is 
associated with a geography attribute, a category attribute, and at least one of: a bid amount and a 
fixed fee. 

61. (Canceled). 

62. (Currently amended) The system of claim 61 , wherein for at least one said listing, said 
priority metric is equal to said bid amount. 

63. (Currently amended) The system of claim 61, wherein for at least one said listing, said 
priority metric is less than said bid amount. 

64. (Original) The system of claim 63, wherein an enhanced display fee is subtracted from 
said bid amount to calculate said priority metric. 

65. (Currently amended) The system of claim 61, wherein at least one said priority metric is 
calculated by adding a position adjustment factor to said bid amount. 

66. (Currently amended) The system of claim 61 , wherein each said group in said-fest subset of 
groups is associated with a minimum bid value. 
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67. (Currently amended) The system of claim 66, wherein said Sfst-subset of groups includes a 
first group and a second group, wherein said first group is associated with a different said minimum 
bid value than said second group. 

68. (Currently amended) The system of claim 61, wherein each said group in said-fiest subset of 
groups is associated with a minimum bid increment. 

69. (Currently amended) The system of claim 68, wherein said fifst subset of groups includes a 
first group and a second group, wherein said first group is associated with a different said minimum 
bid increment than said second group. 

70-71. (Canceled) 

72. (Currently amended) The system of claim 21 y wherein said placement heuristic randomly 
orders listings within the same bid tier. 

73. (Currently amended) The system of claim 72L wherein a higher bid amount in the same bid 
tier is mathematically likely to be displayed as often as a lower bid amount in the same bid tier. 

74. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein said response is influenced by a 
relationship attribute associated with a paper copy phone book 

75-100. (Canceled). 

101. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein said placement heuristic randomly 
orders listings within said subset of listings. 

102. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein a higher bid amount in the same 
subset of listings is mathematically likely to be displayed as often as a lower bid 
amount in the same subset of listings. 

4 
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1 03 . (N ew) The system of claim 1 , wherein said request includes at least one of a 
geography selection and a category selection 

1 04. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein each listing in said plurality of listings 
is associated with at least one fee type in a plurality of fee types. 
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